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illustrated by drawings and patients. He strongly advocated
the performance of a preliminary iridectomy, and quoted
the results of his own practice in support of his argument.
A discussion followed, in which the President, Mr. Dodd,
Mr. Morrison, Dr. Bramwell, Dr. Ridley, and others,
took part. 

_____________

NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

A MEETING of this Society was held on Thursday,
Dec. 6th, the President (Dr. Murphy) in the chair.

Cases of Trephining.-Dr. ARNISON exhibited a boy tre-
phined for injury. He had made a good recovery, but has
since the accident remained blind in the right eye. He
also exhibited a young policeman who, as the result of a
blow on the head from a stick, had an acutely depressed
fracture. A disc of bone had been removed and the frag-
ments raised.-Dr. HUME exhibited a lad upon whom

" secondary trephining" had been performed. A short time
after the operation paralysis of the right arm supervened. The
lad ultimately recovered.-Dr. DRUMMOND raised the ques-
tion as to advisability of trephining in epilepsy when there
were no signs of organic disease and yet with a well-defined
and localised aura.-Dr. CHARLTON BASTIAN, in reviewing
the various causes of epilepsy, said he would not recom-
mend trephining unless there was evidence of the epilepsy
being due to organic disease of the brain, the symptoms
and localisation of which were perfectly unmistakable. He
then discussed the subject of the physiology of the cortical
motor areas, showing how he regarded them as being c,

sensory as well as motor.-Dr. OLIVER, partly supporting
Dr. Bastian’s views as to the sensori-motor function of the
so-called cortical motor areas, alluded to the continued
good health of a boy previously under his care who had
been trephined two years ago by Dr. Hurne.

Subelavian Aneurysm.-Dr. OLIVER exhibited a man the
subject of subclavian aneurysm, in whom, as the result
of pressure of the sac, the right arm was completely
paralysed and rapidly emaciating. The usual signs of
aneurysm were present. Iodide of potassium had relieved
pain. He considered amputation at the shoulder joint out
of the question, and said that he was inclined to try
galvano-puncture. -Professor ANNANDALE recommended
amputation, division of the clavicle, and tying the two
ends of the vessel.-Mr. WILLIAMSON discouraged such a
severe surgical procedure.

Hysterical Pyrexia.-Dr. DRUlVIMOND, in the absence of
the patient, presented charts which showed a temperature of
T.08&deg; on one side of the body, and at the same time 98&deg; on the
opposite side.-Professor PHILIPSON remarked upon a case
he exhibited, where the highest temperature was 117&deg;.-
Dr. GIBSON discussed and offered an explanation of the
xelationship of high temperature to hysteria. Remarks
were also contributed by Drs. Mantle and Murphy.
The following specimens were exhibited :-
Professor PHILIPSON : Heart, Spleen, Brain, and Kidneys,

from a case of Multiple Embolism. They had been re-

moved from a woman aged thirty-four, who four months
previously had aborted. Endocarditis of a rapidly advancing
character had been detected during life, as also infarctions.
There was left hemiplegia. The Sylvian artery on the
right side was found blocked.
Dr. MURPHY : Tumours removed from a young girl aged

sixteen, in a case of Sarcoma of Ovaries. Both ovaries
were affected.-Removal of the Stomach and (Esophagus
in a case of Gastrostomy. The man had lived 402 days.

Dr. GOWANS: Scirrhus of Breast, removed from a girl
aged thirteen; and a Fibrous Tumour of the Lower Jaw.

Dr. DUGGAN: Aneurysm of Thoracic Aorta. During life
the whistling systolic murmur was audible before the
patient was closely approached.

Professor ANNANDALE read a paper on Intubation of
the Larynx and Air Passages," alluded to the advantages
claimed for the operation as well as its disadvantages.
He exhibited O’Dwyer’s apparatus, and spoke hopefully of
the operation. Drs. Murphy, Lyon, Hume, Anderson,
Gibson, and Messrs. Morgan and Page contributed remarks.
A cordial vote of thanks was awarded to Professor Annan-
dale for his paper.

Dr. MANTLE afterwards read a paper entitled, "Is
Urticaria a Symptom or a Disease " ?

GLASGOW OBSTETRICAL AND GYN&AElig;CO-
LOGICAL SOCIETY.

THIS Society met on Nov. 28th, Mr. Stuart Nairne, Pre-
sident, in the chair.

Dr. W. L. REID showed a Myomatous Polypus recently
removed with the galvanic ecraseur. The cervix had about
a month earlier been split and the os internum dilated.
The myoma then became polypoid spontaneously.

Dr. M. CAMERON exhibited an Umbilical Cord with a tight
knot, which was supposed to have caused the death of the
fcetus.

Dr. G. A. TURNER showed a Cord knotted in two places,
one of the knots being very complicated.

Dr. LAWRENCE OLIPHANT exhibited Twin Cords knotted
together in two places. A small committee was appointed
to investigate this curious case, as the children were born
in the street, on the patient’s way to hospital, ivhere the
placenta was delivered.-Some discussion followed, and
most members of the society thought that true knots on the
cord were very much less common than they are said to
be in the text books.

Dr. G. A. TURNER described a Child born with Flail-like
Knee Joint. No surgical injury could be detected, and the
condition had now, six weeks after birth, almost entirely
disappeared.
The PRESIDENT then delivered an address on " Lessons

in Oophorectomy." He gave an abstract of the results of
fifty consecutive cases, and described several cases and his
methodus operandi in detail. He removed only the diseased
ovary, and in some cases merely punctured small cysts with
the knife, and dropped the ovary back into the abdomen.
He promised full details of all his cases on an early
occasion.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
A Text-book of Biology. By J. R. AINSWORTH DAVIS, B.A.,

Lecturer on Biology in the University College of Wales,
Aberystwyth. Pp. 462. London : Charles Griffin and
Co. 1888.

THIS is one of the best of the numerous text-books of

biology that have been published since the modern school
of zoologists have come to occupy distinguished posts as
examiners in the different universities, and, as examiners,
require evidence that the candidate has actually engaged in
dissection, is familiar with the principal types of the vege-
table and animal kingdoms so far as regards their general
morphology, has actually seen their several organs (as
demonstrable by the scalpel and forceps, scissors and blow-
pipe), has examined them under the microscope, and has
seen himself, or is capable of demonstrating, some at least
of their functions, and could finally give some account of
their development. All this may be acquired by the
purchase of a few typical specimens and their careful
examination with the aid of such a book as the volume
before us. It is divided into two parts, the first dealing
with Vegetable Morphology and Physiology, the second
with Animal Morphology and Physiology. The types
given are-amongst Fungi, yeast, bacteria, white and green
mould; amongst Algae, the Protococcus nivalis, Spirogyra,
Fucus, Chara, and Nitella; amongst Mosses, Funaria and
Polytrichum; amongst Ferns, Ptoris and Filix mas; amongst
Gymnosperms, the fir; and lastly, there is a general account
of flowering plants. The section ends with a chapter on
Comparative Vegetable Morphology and Physiology, and
with an outline of the classification of plants. In the
second part the animal kingdom is considered under the
heads of Protozoa, the Amceba and Vorticella being taken as
examples; Coelenterata, with an account of Hydra; Vermes,
illustrated by Distoma and Lumbricus; Arthropoda, by
Astacus; Mollusca, by Anodonta, Unio, and Helix; Am-
phibia, by the frog ; Aves, by the pigeon; and Mammals, by
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the rabbit. The descriptions of the several organs in these Ianimals are concise, but clear; and many of the illustrations
are original, and are deserving of a better style of wood
engraving or zincography than that in which they have been
executed. At the close of the book are some examination

questions that may be useful to the student preparing
for examination, and a good index glossary.

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

The Frog: an Introduction to Anatomy, Histology, and
Enzbryology. By A. MlLNrs MARSHALL, M.D., D.Sc.,
M.A., F.R.S., late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge,
Beyer Professor of Zoology in Owens College. Third

Edition, revised and illustrated. 1888.&mdash;The fact that this
book has reached a third edition is a sufficient test of its
merits. It is much enhanced in value by the interesting and
lucid account of the development of the frog, with illus-
trations. The diagrams are numerous and helpful, and,
with very few exceptions, original. The book presupposes
that the student will be induced to dissect and observe for

himself ; and, as the frog is the corZ2rs vile, there need not be
that difficulty of scanty supply which has been made so
much of in other anatomical discussions.
The Records of the Iy oohoeh District, c01nprisin,rJ Wool-

zvich, Charlton, Kidbrool;, Eltham, Plurnstead, TVic7,haiii,
Erith, and Bexley. By W. T. VINCENT. 4% oolwich :
T. P. Jackson. London: J. S. Virtue and Co., Limited.-
This work, which is now being issued in monthly parts,
though of course not in any sense a medical work, is not with-
out interest even from a sanitary point of view, as an account
is given of the inquiry held in 1849 after the passing of the
Public Health Act of 1848, which showed the wretched con-
dition of Woolwich at that time, and which was followed
by the construction of a complete system of sewerage ulti-
mately connected with the main drainage system of the
south of London. During the inquiry Dr. F. Bossey gave
evidence that, deducting the convict establishment, the
death-rate was 22 per 1000, and in some of the low parts of
the town 26 per 1000. Ague, fevers, jaundice, neuralgia,
and diseases of the liver and spleen were, he said, very
prevalent, the causes being the filth exposed in ditches and
gutters, an overfilled churchyard, defective water supply,
and especially the great tract of marsh land at Plumstead,
which presented many acres of stagnant water and undrained
bog. The water was bad and very expensive, one gentleman
saying that he had to pay a penny for three pails from a
cart in the street. The completion of the drainage works
was celebrated by a banquet in the great sewer, which is
eleven feet in diameter as it passes through the town.

Chats at St. Arnpelio. By JOHN A. GOODCHILD, Author
of " Somnia Medici," &c. Pp. 233. London: Kegan Paul,
Trench, and Co. 1888.-This is a pleasant enough little

book, de omnibus rebus et quibusdCt1n aliis, in the form of
conversations between half a dozen friends staying in the
same house in one of the smaller towns of the Riviera. The
dramatis personae are entitled the Hostess and her Sister,
the Socialist, the Poet, the Chaplain, and the Doctor himself,
who reports their sayings. There is no pretence of a story,
and no event beyond the earthquake; but the topics are
cleverly handled and varied, so that they do not become
wearisome. If the book is somewhat lacking in style and
deep originality of thought, its tone is perhaps all the more
easy and natural in consequence. Whoever may have
entertained the author must have found in him a shrewd,
ready, and genial-hearted guest, with much of that know-
ledge and experience of the world which supply the material
for the best conversation.

Illustrated Lectures on Ambulance Work. By R. LAWTON

ROBERTS, M.D. Third Edition, with Illustrations. Pp. 206.
London : Lewis. 1888. This is a third edition of Dr. Roberts’

excellent lectures on ambulance work. He has in an

appendix added a considerable amount of informatior.

respecting the formation of local ambulance corps and

nursing guilds. Of these he specially notices the St. Andrews
Ambulance Association, justly described as a "useful and
benevolent institution," which "bids fair before long tc
embrace within its folds the whole of Scotland." The

Leicester, Northampton, and Derby Corps are also mentioned
with high commendation. We notice in the article on

, 

" Intoxication-Drunkenness-Poisoning by Alcohol" that
Dr. Roberts has not given a caution against the danger
which may be incurred by placing a man who is " dead
drunk on his back. If he should become sick he runs a

great risk of being asphyxiated. A word of warning on
this point is highly necessary. We are still of opinion that
the fourteen pages on military ambulance organisation
might be advantageously omitted. A cheap reprint of the
book, for the use of the working classes, omitting some of
the less practical portions, would, we think, be a public

i 
benefit.

r Dressed Game and PozcLt&deg;y &agrave; la lYfode. By Mrs. DE SALIS,
Pp. 79. London: Longmans, Green, and Co. 1888.-This
little book contains above 170 receipts for cooking all sorts
of game and poultry in the most tempting manner. The

. 

only fault we can find with it is that very many of the.
’ recipes seem to have been drawn up regardless of expense,
’ 

and would require an accomplished chef to do them justice,

ARE WE DEGENERATING PHYSICALLY?
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Having made a part of this subject a matter oi
experiment and observation for some years, and as a

member of the Occupations Committee of the British Asso
ciation, I shall be much obliged if you will afford me a
little space to make some observations on this important
question. I agree with Dr. Gwynne that at this period of
our civilisation we ought to have been in a position to dis,
cuss a very different question; but then, unfortunately, to
do this we should have to substitute the state I hold to he
in the near future for the existing facts. To answer this
question of physical degeneration in the negative or tc-
have any doubt upon the matter is to ignore the facts with
which we have to deal. What are these facts? The pro-
gress of civilisation has, with the exception of the brain.
been obtained at the expense of the body. Compare the
physique, the state of health, the power of recuperation,
and the sense of smell and hearing of the uncivilised with
that of the natives of the centres of civilisation, and this
fact is obvious. When we measure the tendency of the
conditions to which men are subjected in the civilised ’Ln(I
uncivilised states we know why that must be so. And it
in addition we note the serious import of the double process
that is now taking place of the rapid concentration of oui
population in towns and the invasion of the country dis-
tricts by the conditions of civilisation, there can be n(
doubt of the physical degeneration. But, Sirs, I confidently
look to the near future-to this generation if we will-to put
an end to this process of degeneration. Hitherto the atten-
tion of man has naturally been directed to the investigation
of the conditions that surround him, and the result of thar
has been to give him a great, and increasing power over
them, to apply as he has thought fit. Whilst he has been
obtaining these great victories over nature he has practically
ignored the efi’ects of the great changes he has been making
upon himself. Now it is precisely to this point that the
attention of biologists, anthropologists, and physician:..
(when will the latter necessarily include both the former’;,
should be earnestly and continuously directed, for wher
that has been accomplished we shall know how to make
men able to resist the injurious conditions of their &nr

roundings, and consequently ive shall be able to succe-
fully deal with disease, which is the effect of these injurious-
conditions upon man.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
G. W. HAMBLETONI Dorchester-place, Blandforcl-square.


